INTRODUCTION                       n

On one side of the Rhine there was still the old world ;
on the other there was already a new one*

This is not meant to imply any criticism of the English
people. It is merely saying that a great event had taken
place in Germany which had not taken place in England.
For a revolution is a very great event indeed ; it is the
greatest event which can happen to any nation. And
the German nation is immensely proud of its Revolution*

It would not. have been so proud had not the
Revolution been long waited for* For at least seventy
years, ever since the great failure of the great attempt at
a political revolution for liberty made throughout
Germany and Austria in 1848, the Germans had been
told that they had no genius for politics. Voltairefs
words were recalled which bade them " rule the clouds >f*
and leave dominion over the earth and sea to others*
Their own Chancellor, von Billow, twitted them with
their political simplicity; the Germans, he says, are
asses at politics. During the war they were told, with
every accompaniment of humiliation, that their country
was governed as badly as possible; they were advised
to be humble, and to be glad if they got the chance of
admiring France and copying England.

It would not be true to say that the Revolution was an
answer to such arguments. The Germans were not
irritated into a revolution by our journalists, nor did
they make it amiably, as a result of good advice. Its
causes were much greater. But it is true that, when the